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Soon a table was spread with all kinds of unfamiliar delicacies
and aromatic wine, and Chin Chung was urged to eat and drink
while he waited for Meiniang's return. Chiu-ma kept him com-
pany, apologizing for the fact that all her girls were engaged.
It is said that waiting makes for an impatient heart. So it was
with Chin Chung. He drank and ate but little and allowed Chiu-ma
to monopolize the conversation, his mind being all the time on
the object of his love. Thus time dragged on until after the second
watch when a bustle of footsteps and voices in the front quarter
told them that Meiniang had finally returned, and they both rose
to meet her. The Queen of the Flowers was in a state of great
intoxication and was leaning upon a maid. When she saw her room
lighted and the remains of a feast on the table, she stopped and
asked who it was that was being entertained there. "It is the Mr.
Chin that I have been telling you about," Chiu-ma said, "He has
been an admirer of yours for a long time and has been waiting for
a chance to see you for over a month." "I have never heard any-
one speak of a Mr. Chin," Meiniang said. "I don't want to see
him." So saying she turned to go away, but Chiu-ma stopped her,
saying, "He is an honest and trustworthy man. I am telling you
the truth." There was nothing for the courtesan to do but turn
back. When she catne into the room and saw Chin Chung she was
sure that she had seen him before but could not for the moment
recall his name. "Mother," she said, "I think I know him. He is
no one of any consequence. I shall ruin my reputation if I receive
him." Chiu-ma said, "He has a silk shop inside the Yungchin
Gate where we used to live. You must have seen him then. I could
not refuse him because of his sincere admiration for you, and since
I have promised him you must help me to keep my promise.
Please entertain him for the night; I shall apologize to you and
promise not to make engagements for you without consulting
you." As she spoke, she pushed Meiniang gently toward Chin
Chung and thus the girl could do nothing but go into the zoom
and meet him.
Chin Chung heard every word that was said but pretended to
have heard nothing. Meiniang kept looking at him and the